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Appendix C - Historical Development 

1.1.7. A summary below highlights the key issues relating to key periods of 
development. 

Prehistoric & Roman (c. 6000 BC - 5th Century AD): 

• Early human activity on the Downs, including Neolithic farming and settlements.

• Establishment of Roman villas, indicating significant agricultural activity.

• Decline in population due to soil erosion and depletion from intensive farming.

Anglo-Saxon Period (c. 5th 
- 11th Centuries AD):

• Arrival of Anglo-Saxons, leading to the establishment of settlements of
Lambourn, Upper Lambourn, Eastbury, and Bockhampton.

• Sheep farming emerges as a dominant economic activity.

Norman Conquest (1066 AD): 

• Significant changes in land ownership following the Norman invasion.
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expanded to include the building of horseboxes, and later a variety of 
other specialist vehicles (e.g. mobile libraries) and tractor cabs. 

1.1.35. Following the outbreak of World War II, the government requisitioned 
500 acres of land in Lambourn Woodlands in 1941 to build Membury 
Airfield, one of a line of temporary airfields. The clearance and levelling of 
the land permanently changed its appearance and use. The airfield 
became operational in late 1942, when it was allocated to the U.S. Army 
Air Force. At the end of the war the airfield reverted to the RAF and was 
declared inactive in 1947, after which the land passed into private hands. 

1.1.36. The redundant airfield buildings were initially used for storage and light 
aircraft made use of the runways. Campbell Aircraft developed gyroplanes 
here. The M4, which opened in 1971, cut across the site and Membury 
Service Station was built on its northern edge. Lambourn Tractor Cabs, 
employers of 300 people from the local area, relocated from the centre of 
Lambourn to the airfield in 1977 and bussed employees to their factory. 
When the business closed in 1982, Thames Valley Eggs moved onto the 
site. Another agricultural business, Ridgeway Grain (now Trinity Grain), was 
established nearby in the late 1970s. Increasing numbers of businesses 
have been set up on the old airfield itself and associated, scattered sites 
along Ermin Street. By 1991 a Protected Employment Area (PEA) had 
been established. There has never been a unified management of the 
PEA, and a variety of businesses now operate from it. Class B8 use (Open 
storage and warehousing) is dominant. 

1.1.37. Housing development has continued throughout the last 75 years. Since 
the opening of the motorway, the proximity of Junction 14 and the 
increase in car ownership, all the settlements have attracted residents who 
work outside the parish. The price of housing has made it difficult for 
those in lower paid jobs, particularly in racing, to find homes locally. New 
social rental property was built in the 1960s and 70s in Lambourn, 
Eastbury and Lambourn Woodlands alongside a period of growth in the 
private market. Farmyards in the centre of Lambourn were sold for 
housing (e.g. Tubbs Farm Close) and later, industrial sites were also 
developed. The closure of the railway line (the last train from Lambourn 
ran in 1960) also released land for light industrial use (e.g. Cravats and the 
Lambourn Group). When these companies closed between 1990 and 
2010, additional housing was built. 

1.1.38. Given its remote position - "the road to nowhere" - the parish has 
always had to be self-sufficient to a greater or lesser extent. Local 
government reorganisation in 197 4, which truncated the old County of 
Berkshire, and the creation of the small Unitary Authority of West 
Berkshire in 1998, left Lambourn as a border parish, neighbouring 
Oxfordshire and Wiltshire. Today it is a Rural Service Centre and continues 
to provide a range of services for surrounding communities. 

 


