DEVELOPMENT OF SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
	AGE
	PLAY
	LISTENING
	COMPREHENSION

(Understanding)
	EXPRESSION
	SPEECH

	8-18 months
	Uses real life objects to play investigatory play
	Extremely distractible
	Understands single words i.e. ‘Go and put your shoes under the bed’
	1st words-labelling words. Vocabulary 50 words.
	Babble, chatter nonsense using a variety of sounds:p,b,t,d,m,n

	18 months-2 ½

	Begins to recognise smaller symbolic toys. By 2 ½ others play and may join in.
	Concentrates on task of own choice. Difficult to get his attention whilst he’s doing this.
	Understands 2 key words in a sentence e.g ‘Put your shoes  under the bed’.
	Using ‘doing’ words and linking 2 words together e.g. ‘mummy gone’.
Vocab 50-100 words.
	Using above sounds within words learnt e.g. errors ‘cat’→’tat’.

	2 ½ years-3 ½ years
	Can match objects to pictures. Symbolic play progressing well.
	Single channelled but will turn to something else if tapped or name is called.
	Understands a lot of what is said. Understands 3 or more key words e.g. ‘put your shoes under the bed’.
	4-5 word sentences. Vocab 1000+words
	Using c/k, g, f, s.
Errors e.g. 

‘shop’→’sop’
‘fish’→’fis’

‘spoon’→’poon’

	3 ½ years-4 ½ years
	Pretend games with other children.
	Controls own attention-still can be single channelled but child can switch from task to task with little help
	Understanding prepositions e.g. behind/in front/next to and time concepts, colours and numbers.
	Using grammar and word ordering e.g. ‘me go out’→’I’m going out now’
Using ‘why’ and linking phrases with ‘and’ and ‘because’.
	Using sh, ch, j.
Blending some sound combinations. Errors e.g. 

‘red’→’wed’ 

‘bridge’→’bwidge’

	4 ½ years +
	Play in a group and play is very imaginative.
	Can listen and do at the same time.
Ready for listening in a class room situation.
	Understands simple stories. Beginning to understand simple jokes.
	Fewer mistakes.
Vocab 2000-3000 words.

Fluent conversation. Can tell stories.
	Intelligible speech. Occasional errors wit ‘r’, ‘th’ and letter/sound combinations.


